
SPORTS
As we start a new school year for 

2012-2013, the Sports Communication 
Interest Group (SPORTS) has a solid 
foundation on which to build. Thanks to 
the work of previous leaders/heads Ma-
rie Hardin, Scott 
Reinardy and Pam 
Laucella, there 
is no need for a 
major overhaul or 
drastic change. 
The group has 
significant mo-
mentum to con-
tinue on a path of 
solid growth.

Our group is 
producing solid 
research, both 
within and outside 
AEJMC. SPORTS 
members are 
leading the way in 
producing sports 
scholarship on a 
national and international level. We also 
write books, conduct workshops, and 
teach innovative and challenging sports 
classes. There is no reason that this 
work should not continue and improve 
in the coming year. The group should 
be proud of our records of accomplish-
ment. 

One area of obvious attention is 
membership. We have a solid base 
at the moment, but need to focus on 
adding new members. Advertising and 
promotion should help in this regard, 
and the emergence of a new academic 
journal, edited and staffed by current 
SPORTS members, also gives a great 
platform for growth. 

It is also important to get more 
members involved in the group pro-
cess. As with any group, it seems as 

if a small, committed corps of mem-
bers handles most of the activities. We 
have been blessed with some dynamic 
and committed leaders, but it is time 
to start casting a wider net and seek-

ing more input. It 
is especially vital to 
identify and encour-
age younger sports 
scholars and begin 
to move them into 
leadership roles. I’m 
particularly delighted 
that Erin Whiteside of 
Tennessee will serve 
as vice-head for the 
2012-2013 year, and 
I would ask her to 
take a leadership role 
in this area. 

There are other 
challenges and op-
portunities ahead of 
us, but it is comfort-
ing to know that we 

have outstanding people capable of 
meeting those challenges. I am excited 
to work with our group members and 
look forward to a great new academic 
year. 

If you have any questions about the 
group, please contact 
Head Brad Schultz at

bschultz@olemiss.edu.
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Notes from the Head
Membership Update

Our membership for 2012-2013 is now up to 143, which is our largest membership yet. That number in-
cludes both the official AEJMC rolls and those who expressed an interest in joining at our business meeting 
in Chicago. If you are not yet an “official” member, you can join at any time at a cost of only $10 per year. 
Check the AEJMC website for more information (aejmc.org). Thanks to the hard work of previous Heads 
Scott Reinardy, Marie Hardin and Pam Laucella for our tremendous growth! 

Paper Submissions Increase in 2012
The 2012 Chicago conference marked the 

second year of programming for SPORTS 
at AEJMC. This was met with an increase 
in overall paper submissions for the group. 
Overall submissions increased from 38 to 43, 
marking a small decrease in the acceptance 
rate—from 50% to 49%. These numbers 
included an increase in faculty submissions 
(from 24 in 2011 to 31 in 2012). Seventeen 
of the faculty submissions were accepted, 
bumping the faculty acceptance rate from 
53% to 55%. Student submissions decreased slightly this 
year—from 14 to 12—with only four student submissions ac-
cepted, for a 34% student acceptance rate.

Congratulations to our research paper winners in Chi-
cago:

This year’s increase in paper submissions meant increased 
competition for SPORTS top paper awards. We were proud to 
present the top faculty paper award to Lesa Major, Matthew 
Zimmerman, and Lauren Burch of Indiana University for their 
submission, “Beyond Getting Your Bell Rung: Framing of Sport-
Related Concussion Coverage Between 2007 and 2012.” Mela-
nie Formentin (Penn State University) earned the top graduate 
student paper award for her study, “Exploring Situational Crisis 
Communication Theory: Using the 2011 NBA lockout to investi-
gate crisis response strategies.”

For a complete listing of all the abstracts from the sports 
research, visit the AEJMC website at: http://www.aejmc.org/
home/2012/04/sports-2012-abstracts/.

Top Papers Reward Proposal
One proposal is to financially reward our top scholars. We currently have $1,250 in our AEJMC account 

and our only expenses are to pay for plaques to give to the research winners. Other divisions and groups 
give out a nominal ($100-$250) stipend to research winners, which is something that not only rewards 
achievement but could also create more interest in submitting. In the coming weeks we will send out a 
brief survey to gauge the SPORTS membership interest in offering a financial award to top scholars. 

Minnesota? You betcha!
At our business meeting, the group voted for Minneapolis as the 
site of the 2016 convention, and that vote was presented to the 
Council of Divisions. The COD voted and Minneapolis was the 
top-ranked selection followed by New Orleans. The COD then 
presented that to the AEJMC Board. Convention sites for the next 
three years have already been determined—2013 in Washington, 
DC, 2014 in Montreal and 2015 in San Francisco.

SPORTS submissions: 2011-2012.

Faculty and Student submissions: 2011-2012.

Minneapolis. Credit: Navin Rajagopalan
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Top faculty paper went to Lesa Major of Indiana, who was unable 
to attend the conference. Graduate students Matthew Zimmerman 
(2nd from left) and Lauren Burch (3rd from left) were co-authors 
on the paper and accepted on her behalf. Research heads Mary 
Lou Sheffer (L) of Southern Mississippi and Paul Husselbee of 
Southern Utah presented the award. 

Top graduate student paper at the 2012 Chi-
cago convention went to Melanie Formentin 
(center). The award was presented by research 
heads Mary Lou Sheffer and Paul Husselbee. 

Council of Divisions Scheduling Software
The Council of Divisions also voted to investigate implementing scheduling software that will allow us 

to do away with the winter programming meeting. The COD strongly believes that requiring the Head and 
Vice Head of each group to attend a winter meeting is an onerous financial burden that may be prevent-
ing interested people from assuming leadership positions in their group. Please keep this in mind if you are 
interested in becoming a sports group officer.

Notes from the Head, Continued

2013 Programming Call
It’s already time to start thinking about pro-

gramming for AEJMC 2013 in Washington, DC. 
The deadline to submit materials to the AEJMC of-
fice is November 1, so group members need to be 
thinking about possible panels, teaching sessions 
and research ideas. 

The systems works like this: as an interest 
group, sports has three “chips” to use for next 
year’s convention. If we sole sponsor an event it 
takes one whole chip, so the idea is to be thinking 
of ways to co-sponsor events with other groups to 
maximize our visibility and exposure. We did that 
very effectively this convention with our panels 
on Title IX (Commission on the Status of Wom-
en), Jackie Robinson (Minorities and Commu-
nication) and Crisis Reporting in College Sports 
(with Electronic News). To see a list of the AEJMC 
groups, visit: http://www.aejmc.org/home/about/
groups/. 

If you’re interested in a panel or session, start 
working on the proper AEJMC form, which is 

available on the SPORTS website. In some cases, 
AEJMC will sponsor travel for speakers, but the 
best course of action is to utilize contacts that 
you have in the Washington area. If you know of 
a sports media figure there or still have old work 
contacts, by all means check and see if they are 
available/interested in participating. No later than 
November 1, submit your completed program-
ming form to group Vice Head Erin Whiteside 
(ewhites2@utk.edu)

In December, our group Head and Vice Head 
will go to Dallas and take part in the “chip auc-
tion” to program the 2013 convention. All pro-
gramming will be scheduled at that point, which 
is why it’s so important for you to have your ideas 
in well before the November 1 deadline. 

If you have any questions about programming, 
contact sports Vice Head Erin Whiteside at the 
University of Tennessee, ewhites2@utk.edu.



SPORTS: 2012-2013 Officers
In addition to hosting a number of exciting panels in Chicago, SPORTS members elected a new set of 

officers for the current academic year. Brad Schultz takes over as Head of the group, with  Erin Whiteside 
serving as Vice Head. New officers include Welch Suggs and John Sweeney, who will work as Paper Com-
petition and Teaching Committee Heads, respectively. We’d also like to extend a sincere thanks to outgo-
ing Head Pamela Laucella and other officers who contributed to the continuing growth of the group.

SPORTS Head: Brad Schultz (bschultz@olemiss.edu) is an Associate Professor in the 
School of Journalism & New Media at the University of Mississippi. He has written five books 
on sports broadcasting and journalism. His latest book, The NFL: Year One, is due out in 
2012 from Potomac Books. His research focuses on the impact of new technologies such 
as Twitter and Facebook on sports journalism, and he has published extensively in jour-
nals and at academic conferences. Dr. Schultz is the creator and founder of The Journal of 

Sports Media. He spent 15 years in local television news and sports before entering academia.

Vice-Head: Erin Whiteside (ewhites2@utk.edu) is assistant professor of Journalism & 
Electronic Media at the University of Tennessee. Her research uses a feminist approach to 
examine the relationship between sports media and culture and she is particularly interested 
in workplace diversity and ethics. Her recent research has appeared in Communication, 
Culture & Critique, International Journal of Sport Communication and the Journal of Sports 
Media. Whiteside received her Ph.D. in 2010 from Penn State University. Prior to entering 
academia, she worked for Major League Baseball and Penn State athletics. 

PF&R Committee Head: Mary Lou Sheffer (sheffer6@yahoo.com) is the Broadcast 
Journalism Sequence Head at the University of Southern Mississippi. Her research areas 
include: sports media, social media, media management and the influence of new technolo-
gies on established journalistic practices/routines. She’s published in numerous journals 
including: The Sports Journal, Journal of Sports Media, Journal of Communication Studies, 
Newspaper Research Journal, Electronic News, Journal of Computer Mediated Communica-
tion, The International Journal of Media Management, and Berkshire Encyclopedia of World 

Sport, and several book chapters. She holds a Ph.D. in Mass Communication and Public Policy from Loui-
siana State University, and a master’s in Telecommunication and a B.A. in Radio/Television from Southern 
Illinois University. Sheffer previously served two years as Research Head for SCIG.

Research Committee Head: Paul Husselbee (husselbee@suu.edu) has spent the previous 
decade teaching journalism, ethics and media research methods at Southern Utah University. 
He is a former beat writer for teams such as the Pittsburgh Pirates and Penn State football, and 
has written for newspapers in numerous states including Oregon, Idaho, Utah, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Texas. His time in the field included reporting and various editing position.

Teaching Committee Heads: 
Kelly Poniatowski (poniatowski@etown.edu) is Assistant Professor of Communications at 
Elizabethtown College. She received her PhD in Mass Communications from Penn State Uni-
versity. She earned her MA in Corporate Communications from Duquesne University and her 
BA from the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown. She spent eight years working in the sports 
industry. Her research interests focus on gender and race in sports. Specifically she is inter-
ested both men’s and women’s Olympic hockey and how commentators portray the athletes 
in the commentary.

John Sweeney (jsweeney@email.unc.edu) is a distinguished professor at the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication at UNC-Chapel Hill and current director of the school’s 
new Sports Communication Program. An advertising professor, Sweeney previously worked 
as an associate creative director at Foote, Cone & Belding in Chicago. Sweeney has published 
dozens of columns and articles in major professional and academic publications such as Ad-
vertising Age, Adweek and the Journal of Advertising Education.
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Paper Competition Head: Welch Suggs, Jr. (wsuggs@uga.edu) is an associate profes-
sor of journalism in the Grady College at the University of Georgia. Prior to joining the Grady 
College in 2011, Suggs worked as a journalist for a number of major papers and was on the 
original reporting staff of Street & Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal. He has covered the NCAA 
extensively and published his first book A Place on the Team: The Triumph and Tragedy of 
Title IX in 2005.

Grad Student Liaisons
Molly Yanity (mollykyanity@gmail.com) is a doctoral candidate at the E.W. Scripps School of 
Journalism at Ohio University. She is writing her dissertation on how messages about college 
football establish and promote political and economic power. A former sports writer for the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer and editor for ESPN Internet Ventures, Yanity is on the job market 
and looking for another great university to call home for herself and her miniature dachshund 
Kirby. 

Ashley Furrow (ashleyfurrow@gmail.com) is a Ph.D. candidate in the E.W. Scripps School of 
Journalism at Ohio University and will graduate in May 2013. A native of Sarasota, Fla., she 
attended and received a B.S. in Journalism from the University of Florida in Gainesville, where 
she rowed on the women’s crew team. At Ohio University, she received a M.S. in Journalism 
in October 2010 and has assisted with the Study of the U.S. Institute on Journalism and Me-
dia and served on the Intercollegiate Athletics Committee and as the Vice President of Com-
munication for Graduate Student Senate. She is an avid college sports fan and welcomes the opportunity 
to collaborate on research projects focusing on intercollegiate athletics.

Membership/Recruitment: 
Ken Fischer (kfischer@ou.edu) brings a wide range of professional experience to his work 
as a professor at the University of Oklahoma. In addition to working in public broadcasting, 
commercial production and cable television, he has produced documentaries and served as a 
videotape editor for a Los Angeles animation house. His interest in sports led him to work in 
news and radio and television production. He currently works at Oklahoma teaching courses 
related to video production and television reporting and production.

Lauren Reichart Smith (lms0021@auburn.edu) is an assistant professor at Auburn Universi-
ty where she studies gender, race, and issues of national identity in mediasport. She’s partic-
ularly interested in athlete portrayals in media and how technologies enhance fan experiences, 
and has presented her work at numerous conferences. Smith entered the academy following a 
career as a television producer in which she received an Emmy nomination for her work.

Newsletter Editor: Melanie Formentin (mwf5207@psu.edu ) is a third-year doctoral stu-
dent at Penn State University. Melanie’s interest in strategic communication, corporate so-
cial responsibility and sports communication, has led her to do research on corporate social 
responsibility and crisis communication in professional sports and sports communities. Prior 
to attending Penn State, she spent time working for the NHL’s Tampa Bay Lightning and the 
University of South Florida Humanities Institute.

CSW/CSM Liaison: Danielle Coombs (dcoombs@kent.edu) is an Assistant Professor 
in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Kent State University. Dani-
elle’s research primarily focuses on English football (or soccer, as we call it here in the 
States). Along with research partner Anne Osborne, Danielle recently has published work 
in the International Journal of Sport and Society, Sport in Society, and Journal of Public 
Relations Research. She also has co-edited two anthologies: American History through 
American Sport (2012) and the forthcoming We Are What We Sell: How Advertising 
Shapes American Life… And Always Has (2013), both with Praeger. Danielle’s writing 
tends to focus on the topics she gets most excited about: Aston Villa Football Club, U.S. Soccer, and her 
beloved Cleveland Browns.
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Chicago 2012, Recap

http://comm.psu.edu/about/centers/john-curley-center-for-sports-journalism/
aejmc-interest-group

Check out the Sports CIG website:

Find us on Facebook:
Search: AEJMC Sports Communication Interest Group
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AEJMC’s 100th anniversary was filled with panels and discussions celebrating history and the future of 
mass communication and journalism research. The SPORTS group got in on the action with three special 
sessions and panels. 

Max Utlser of Kansas hosted a pre-conference session titled "Twitter Dumb and Twitter Dee: Teaching 
Social Media for Sports Curriculum." A panel that included Welch Suggs of Georgia, Howard Schlossberg 
of Columbia College, Lori Roessner of Tennessee, and John Sweeney of North Carolina described how they 
are incorporating social media as a real-time tool for covering sports.

A panel on "The 65th Anniversary of Jackie Robinson: A Celebration of Integration and the Potential 
for Equity" discussed Robinson's role in desegregating baseball. Panelists included Chris Lamb (College 
of Charleston), James Rada (Ithaca College), and Larry Lester, representing the Negro Baseball Leagues. 
Brian Carroll of Berry College was the moderator.

Other sessions included a panel co-sponsored with the Commission on the Status of Women recognizing 
the 40th anniversary of Title IX, and a research panel co-sponsored with Electronic News that focused on 
covering crises in collegiate sports.

Although there are too many sports-related research papers to mention, the abstracts are listed on the 
AEJMC site: http://www.aejmc.org/home/2012/04/sports-2012-abstracts/


