
Hi, Everyone,
I hope you’re ready 

to celebrate AEJMC’s 
Centennial and the 
organization’s long-
standing tradition of 
academic scholarship 
and inquiry! 

I have enjoyed serv-
ing as chair of SPORTS this year, and I 
know Brad Schultz will continue to ex-
pand our group’s mission and member-
ship. He has excellent ideas for future 
growth, and I’ve enjoyed working with 
him and appreciate his contributions. I 
unfortunately will not be able to attend 
AEJMC due to a family emergency with 
my father. I am working with Brad and 
others to ensure things go smoothly. 
I am sorry I will not see all of you in 
Chicago.  

As far as conference news, we had 
an increase in paper submissions this 
year, which is exciting! We had 43 total 
submissions and 21 acceptances. We’re 
completing our second year and we’re 
now close to 100 members! I know 
we’ll cross that mark under Brad’s up-
coming leadership.  

I want to personally thank Brad, Mary 
Lou Sheffer, Marie Hardin, Scott Rein-
ardy, and Bob Trumpbour (and many 
others), who have contributed time, 
skills and efforts to this group since its 
inception. Our field has many talented, 
committed and dynamic scholars and 
individuals, including all of you.  

This newsletter issue focuses on the 
conference, panels, Chicago attrac-
tions and academic programs within 
our field. First, I’d like to highlight two 
of our anniversary panels. When Brad 
and I discussed programming, these 
panels were my top priorities since 
they celebrate seminal anniversaries 

of important, historic events – Title IX 
and the integration of modern baseball. 
These panels coincide with AEJMC’s 
celebration. Panel participants Marie 
Hardin and Brian Carroll wrote articles 
to promote and publicize these panels. I 
encourage you to attend these, as well 
as our other important and diverse ses-
sions. Here’s a link to all the conference 
sessions:  http://www.aejmcchicago.
org/schedule/. I will highlight our spe-
cific events below, so please mark your 
calendars.  

In addition, this issue includes articles 
about University of Maryland’s Shirley 
Povich Center at the Philip Merrill Col-
lege of Journalism and University of 
Georgia’s Grady College of Journalism 
and Mass Communication’s upcoming 
center. Since AEJMC is an academic 
organization, it is important to highlight 
newer programs that will add to the 
number of choices in journalism educa-
tion. In other content, Melanie Formen-
tin highlights events and places to see 
while in Chicago. There are still tickets 
available for the Cubs game, so please 
email Scott Reinardy at reinardy@
ku.edu. He graciously organized this 
event for the second year and should 
not have to lose money, especially since 
he is a St. Louis Cardinals fan!

I hope you will attend all our sessions 
in Chicago. Thanks for your continued 
participation and support. I have en-
joyed serving as your chair and will 
continue to be active in our exciting 
group! I know Brad and incoming vice-
chair Erin Whiteside will continue our 
expansion and commitment to excel-
lence.
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UGA’s Grady College receives endowment
for sports journalism center

Visiting Associate Professor
Grady College of 

Journalism and Mass 
Communication

Welch Suggs

The University of Georgia is about to become a 
major player in sports journalism training, research 
and innovation.

UGA’s Grady College of Journalism and Mass 
Communication has received a $500,000 endow-
ment and hired two faculty members to create an 
academic center for studying and advancing sports 
media and its role in society.

The Grady Sports initiative will train 
students, through classroom learning and 
real-world experience, to produce superior 
content suited to the needs of an evolv-
ing industry, and to think critically about 
how sports and sports media function in 
American society – in the present, past and 
future.

Vicki Michaelis is leading the initiative 
as the Carmical Distinguished Professor of 
Sports Journalism and Society.

Michaelis spent the past 12 years as USA 
Today’s lead Olympics reporter, becom-
ing one of the country’s top experts on the 
Games and the athletes who compete in 
them. She helped produce content not just 
for USA Today’s platforms but also Gannett 
Broadcasting.

Before starting at USA Today in 2000, Michaelis 
covered the Olympics, the Denver Nuggets, and 
the University of Colorado for The Denver Post, as 
well as the Miami Heat, the University of Miami, and 
high school sports for The Palm Beach Post.

With bachelor’s and master’s degrees from North-
western University, Michaelis also taught sports re-
porting as an adjunct in the University of Colorado’s 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication from 
1997-2001. She is a former president and board 
member of the Association for Women in Sports Me-
dia.

“I am honored to lead this very forward-looking 
and dynamic initiative at the University of Georgia,” 
Michaelis said. “It is an unmatched opportunity to 
empower the coming generations of sports media 
professionals to navigate an industry that must be 
nimble to meet our society’s insatiable appetite for 
sports.”

Michaelis is joined on the Grady faculty by Welch 
Suggs. Suggs wrote about sports and sports busi-
ness for 10 years, serving as senior editor for 
athletics at The Chronicle of Higher Education from 
2002-05 and as a reporter for The Chronicle, Street 
& Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal, and the Dallas 
Business Journal.

He also was the associate director of the Knight 
Commission of Intercollegiate Athletics from 2005-

07, and since has served as Assistant to UGA Presi-
dent Michael F. Adams. He holds a Ph.D. from UGA’s 
Institute of Higher Education and is the author of 
A Place on the Team: The Triumph and Tragedy of 
Title IX (Princeton University Press, 2005).

“Vicki is the perfect person to lead what has 
been envisioned as one of the country’s best places 
to study sports and journalism and the role they 

occupy in society,” said E. Culpepper 
Clark, dean of the Grady College, who 
negotiated the lead gift for the program 
with the John Huland Carmical Founda-
tion of Atlanta. “She and Welch will be 
able to teach students not just how to 
cover games, but how to understand 
the issues facing teams, leagues, and 
communities across the country and 
indeed throughout the world.”

Michaelis and Suggs will teach topics 
classes in sports media this year while 
developing a curriculum for an empha-
sis or certificate program. Suggs taught 
a sports reporting class last spring 
that used professional and collegiate 
golf events to teach live reporting and 

feature writing, the results of which can be found at 
gradysports.uga.edu and www.storify.com/gradys-
ports.

“We want to teach students to be thought leaders 
and independent thinkers,” Michaelis said. “We’ll be 
teaching skills, of course, but the bigger challenge 
is to prepare students for jobs and media platforms 
that don’t exist today, to prepare them to excel in 
an industry that is changing practically overnight. 
The depth and breadth of knowledge that will re-
quire means we will have an interdisciplinary ap-
proach to both sports and journalism.”

The Grady Sports initiative will create opportuni-
ties for students to work with established media 
outlets, to cover sports at all levels -- including 
professional leagues and the Olympics -- as well as 
to develop their own projects.

Students will learn the basics of interviewing, 
reporting, and storytelling, across platforms and 
different forms of media. The size and prominence 
of the UGA athletics department will lead to ample 
reporting opportunities, as will the university’s 
proximity to Atlanta and its sports organizations.

Suggs will lead the Grady Sports initiative’s 
research program. His focus is on organizational 
behavior and the way that sports, media, and edu-
cational institutions interact.

Continued on page 3
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The Shirley Povich Center for Sports Journalism
End of Year Report

The Shirley Povich Center for Sports Journalism 
launched on November 2, 2011 with the generous 
support of, among others, the Povich family and a 
number of other enthusiastic donors, including Don-
ald E. Graham and the Phillip L. Graham Fund, John 
Angelo, Judy Hart Angelo, Brendan Sullivan, Harvey 
Sanders and Irene Pollin.

The Povich Center, under the direction of for-
mer Washington Post Sports Editor 
George Solomon, hopes to lead a 
new generation of sports journalists 
and broadcasters to view and chron-
icle events in sports.  The center will 
forge a path in sports journalism 
towards analyzing complex issues in 
athletics and to challenge and clarify 
society’s participation in games as 
players, administrators and specta-
tors. The Center, an offshoot of the 
Merrill College’s Shirley Povich Chair 
(2007-2011) in Sports Journalism, 
will grow into a resource where 
students, journalists, academics and 
the public come for discovery and 
discussion.

One of the Center’s primary 
missions is to prepare journalism students for an 
ever-changing world of media, supporting the Mer-
rill College’s wide array of sports-related courses in 
sports reporting, sports and culture, new opportuni-
ties in sports media, sports broadcasting and event 
production, with additional advanced opportunities 
for graduate students. 

To accomplish such a mission in the most chal-
lenging period in media history, the Merrill College 
has assembled a talented faculty that includes Visit-
ing Professor Kevin Blackistone of ESPN’s “Around-
The-Horn,’’ former Washington Nationals Vice-Pres-
ident Chartese Burnett, Comcast Sirius XM Radio 
Senior Producer Jeremiah Tittle.

The faculty, college and center have accepted the 
responsibility to assist students in obtaining intern-
ships and part-time work during the school year at 
news organizations in the Washington-Baltimore 

area, including USA Today, The Baltimore Sun, 
the Washington Post, Washington Times, Prince 
George’s County Gazette, Comcast SportsNet, 
ESPN-980 and 106.7 The Fan. In addition, as stu-
dents near the completion of their academic ca-
reers, as well as those in the workforce, the center 
is dedicated to helping Philip Merrill College stu-
dents and graduates advance in their chosen pro-

fessions.
In its first months of operation, the center 

hosted panels such as the sixth annual Shirley 
Povich Symposium, which on Nov. 2 recognized 
the 50-year anniversary of the integration of 
the Redskins and University of Maryland foot-
ball team. Panelists included talk-show host 
Maury Povich, former Redskin and Hall of Fam-
er Bobby Mitchell, former Terrapin Darryl Hill, 
retired NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue and 
ESPN’s Michael Wilbon and Scott Van Pelt.  The 
symposium followed a luncheon that officially 
launched the center.

Among other events that were hosted in the 
following months, University of Maryland Ath-
letic Director Kevin Anderson was the featured 
panelist in a Povich Center program entitled 
“College Sports in Turmoil: What the Media is 

Missing?” Sara Ganim of the Harrisburg, Pa., Patri-
ot-News, spoke about her ground-breaking report-
ing on the child-abuse scandal at Penn State, which 
earned her a Pulitzer Prize for 2011. The center also 
hosted a “Remembering Shirley Povich” night, with 
a panel discussion devoted to the late Washington 
Post columnist for whom The Shirley Povich Cen-
ter For Sports Journalism is named. Merrill College 
students were treated to a panel “What’s Next? The 
Job Market in Sports Media,” and the sixth annual 
Shirley Povich Workshop attracted more than 100 
high school and college journalism students from 
the Washington-Baltimore region.

In addition to hosting numerous events, the cen-
ter looks forward to launching the official web site 
in October. For more information about the center, 
please contact George Solomon at georgesolo-
mon3@gmail.com.

Director, Shirley Povich 
Center for Sports 

Journalism
George Solomon

He also continues to study Title IX and the way 
media and institutions treat male and female 
athletes.

Michaelis and Suggs welcome opportunities to 
collaborate with colleagues across the country. 

Plans for the Grady Sports initiative will be evolv-
ing over the course of the 2012-13 academic 
year. To keep up with them, please follow @
VickiMichaelis, @welchsuggs and @GradySports 
on Twitter, and/or the GradySports page on Face-
book.

Suggs: UGA’s Grady College
Continued from page 2
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A veteran journalist and researchers on media 
and female athletes will discuss the status and cov-

erage of women’s sports during 
a special session at the AEJMC 
conference in Chicago.

The session, “Title IX: Forty 
Years of Progress and Poten-
tial,” will take place from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. on Friday in the Great 
America 1 & 2 Rooms (6th floor) 
at the Chicago Marriott. 

Title IX, which guarantees 
equal access to sports opportu-
nities in federally funded pro-
grams and has become both a 
symbol and flashpoint for strug-
gles around gender and sport, 
turned 40 in June. 

Three scholars – Andrew Billings, Welch Suggs, 
and Marie Hardin – will be joined by ESPN Chicago 
writer Melissa Isaacson on the panel. Isaacson is an 
award-winning journalist who writes for ESPNChi-
cago.com and who wrote for the Chicago Tribune 
for 19 years.  She has covered virtually every major 
sporting event, including the Summer and Winter 

Olympic Games, more than a dozen Super Bowls, 
the Final Four, college bowl games, Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open tennis and the British Open. She has also 
taught in the journalism program at Northwestern 
University.

Billings is the Ronald Reagan Chair of Broadcast-
ing at the University of Alabama. He is author or 
co-editor of six books and dozens of journal ar-
ticles, many of them focusing on issues of gender 
in coverage of sports. Suggs,  who teaches sports 
journalism at the University of Georgia, is author of 
the 2005 book, A Place on the Team: The Triumph 
and Tragedy of Title IX. Hardin is associate director 
of the John Curley Center for Sports Journalism at 
Penn State, which has conducted a number of stud-
ies on the attitudes and values of sports communi-
cation professionals relating to Title IX and women’s 
sports.

The panelists will discuss the ways women’s 
sports are covered and how Title IX has (or hasn’t) 
influenced coverage. They will also discuss the way 
the law’s impact may influence future media direc-
tions.

The session is co-sponsored with the Commission 
on the Status of Women.

Title IX session to mark 40th anniversary of landmark law

SPORTS Member 
Marie Hardin

AEJMC panel explores the complicated lega-
cy of baseball’s barrier breaker

Marking 65 years since Jackie Robinson blasted 
through baseball’s color barrier to begin the long 
and still incomplete process of the sport’s 
racial integration, the AEJMC panel, “The 
65th anniversary of Jackie Robinson: A 
Celebration of Integration and the Poten-
tial for Equity,” explores, among other 
questions, what the black community was 
asked to sacrifice for even a little integra-
tion, the role of black newspapermen in 
pushing for integration, Robinson’s com-
plicated civil rights legacy, and the unfin-
ished business of equity in baseball.  

Panelists include:
• Larry Lester, co-founder of the Negro Leagues 

Baseball Museum in Kansas City, and author of 
the new book, Rube Foster in His Time: On the 
Field and in the Papers with Black Baseball’s 
Greatest Visionary (McFarland),

• Chris Lamb, professor of journalism at Indi-
ana University Purdue-Indianapolis, and author 
of the new book, Conspiracy of Silence: Sports-
writers and the Long Campaign to Desegregate 

Baseball (Nebraska),
• James Rada, a professor of journalism at 

Ithaca College who has published extensively on 
race in media and sports, and 

• Brian Carroll, a professor of communi-
cation at Berry College and author of When 
to Stop the Cheering? The Black Press, the 
Black Community and the Integration of 
Professional Baseball (Routledge).

The panel will also look at the costs of 
baseball’s integration, including the ruin of 
Negro league baseball and the end of black 
ownership in the sport, and the de facto 
conspiracy of sportswriters in America in 
maintaining baseball’s unwritten ban on 

black players. 
“The 65th anniversary of Jackie Robinson: A 

Celebration of Integration and the Potential for 
Equity” (session 277) will take place Saturday, 
August 11, 1:45 p.m. until 3:15 p.m. It is co-
sponsored by the Sports Communication Interest 
Group and Minorities and Communication Divi-
sion. 

Jackie Robinson in Brooklyn: A look back

SPORTS

SPORTS Member
Brian Carroll



Pre-Conference, Wednesday, 
August 8:
4-6 p.m.: Workshop Session: Twit-
ter Dumb and Twitter Dee: Teaching 
Social Media for Sports Curriculum 

Moderating/Presiding: Max
Utsler, Kansas 
Panelists: Brian Tuohy, author of The Fix Is In. 

Graham Couch, Kalamazoo Gazette
Tina Akouris, Chicago Sun-Times
Alison Moran, RondaRadio
Scott Powers, espnchicago.com 

Thursday, August 9
11:45-1:15 p.m.: Off-site Luncheon: Lunch with 
the Graduate Students (with Entertainment Studies, 
Graduate Student groups)

Moderating/Presiding: Brad Schultz, U. of
Mississippi

1:30-3 p.m.: Refereed Paper Research Session: 
The View from the Stands: An Examination of Sports 
Audiences

Moderating/Presiding: Scott Reinardy, Kansas
Discussant: John Carvalho, Auburn

5-6:30 p.m.: Research Panel Session: Crossing the 
Line: Exactly How Much Do We Need to Know About 
Athletes’ Private Lives? (with Entertainment Studies, 
Interest Group)

Moderating/Presiding: Howard Schlossberg, 
Columbia College

Panelists: Brian Tuohy, author of The Fix Is In. 
Graham Couch, Kalamazoo Gazette
Tina Akouris, Chicago Sun-Times
Alison Moran, RondaRadio
Scott Powers, espnchicago.com

7:05 p.m.: SCIG Group Outing, Cubs Game

Friday, August 10
11:45-1:15 p.m.: Refereed Paper Research Ses-
sion: A Closer Look at Framing and Identity in 
Sports Communication

Moderating/Presiding: Mary Lou Sheffer,
U. of Southern Mississippi

Discussant: Brad Schultz, U. of Mississippi

1:30-3 p.m.:Scholar-to-Scholar Ses-
sion 

Discussant: Kelly Poniatowski,
Elizabethtown College

5-6:30 p.m.: Panel Session: Title IX: 
Forty Years of Progress and Potential (with Commis-
sion on the Status of Women)

Moderating/Presiding: Tracy Everbach,
North Texas

Panelists: Marie Hardin, Pennsylvania State 
Andy Billings, Alabama
Melissa Isaacson, ESPN, Chicago
Welch Suggs, Georgia

6:45-8:15 p.m.: SCIG Business Session: Members’ 
Meeting 

Presiding: Brad Schultz, U. of Mississippi

Saturday, August 11
1:45-3:15 p.m.: Research Panel Session:  The 65th 
anniversary of Jackie Robinson: A Celebration of 
Integration and the Potential for Equity (with Minori-
ties and Communication Division)

Moderating/Presiding: Brian Carroll, Berry
College
Panelists: Chris Lamb, Indiana
University Purdue-Indianapolis
Brian Carroll, Berry College
Larry Lester, co-founder, Negro Leagues
Museum
James Rada, Ithaca College

3:30-5 p.m.: Research Panel Session: Reporting on 
Crises in College Sports (with Electronic News Divi-
sion)

Moderating/Presiding: Brad Schultz, U. of
Mississippi

Discussant: Anthony Moretti, Point Park
University 

Sunday, August 12
10-11:30 a.m.: Refereed Paper Session: Through 
the Years: Sports Media Portrayal and Paradigm

Moderating/Presiding: Debashis Aikat, U. of
North Carolina
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Sports attractions in the Windy City

http://comm.psu.edu/about/centers/john-curley-center-for-sports-journalism/aejmc-interest-group
Check out the Sports CIG website:

Find us on Facebook:
Search: AEJMC Sports Communication Interest Group

Photo Credit: capl@washjeff.edu

Chicago is a dream destination if you love the 
sound of cracking bats or feeling wind in your hair 
during a bike ride. Sports fans can enjoy a variety 
of events, venue/arena tours, and city tours that 
take visitors around Chicago by foot, bike, or boat.

The following options are only a taste of the at-
tractions that SCIG members can enjoy while visit-
ing the Windy City. For more activities, visit www.
choosechicago.com.

SPORTING EVENTS
The Chicago Bears v. Denver 

Broncos play a preseason game 
on Thursday, Aug. 9 (7:30 p.m.). 
Tickets available at ticketmaster.
com.

The Chicago Cubs play four 
games against the Cleveland Reds 
from Aug. 9-12. A group outing 
has been planned by Scott Reinar-
dy for the Thursday, Aug. 9 game, 
but additional games include: 
Friday, Aug. 10 (1:20 p.m.), Sat-
urday, Aug. 11 (3:05 p.m.), Sunday, Aug. 12 (1:20 
p.m.).

The Chicago White Sox play a three-game home-
stand against the Oakland Athletics during the 
conference. Game times are as follows: Friday, Aug. 
10 (7:10 p.m.), Saturday, Aug. 11 (6:10 p.m.), 
Sunday, Aug. 12 (1:10 p.m.).

VENUE TOURS
Behind-the-scenes tours are available for major 

sporting venues in Chicago. Soldier Field offers a 
tour that takes visitors to the playing field, South 
Courtyard, Doughboy statue, Grand Concourse, the 
United Club, Colonnades, Skyline Suite, and the vis-
itors locker room. The tour lasts between 45 min-
utes to 1 hour and is $15 per adult, $10 students. 
An open tour is available on Aug. 8 (1 p.m.). If 
interested in this tour, please call 312.235.7451 or 
email srendell@soldierfield.net and tell them you’re 
with the AEJMC Sports Comm. Interest Group.

Guided 75-90 minute Wrigley Field Tours take 
visitors through the stadium including the press 
box, bleachers, club houses, and the Cubs’ dug-
out. Routes are subject to availability depending 
on game-day schedule, but tours are held on both 
game and non-game days. Tickets are $25 for 

individuals; visit cubs.mlb.com (http://tinyurl.com/
btvrwey) for tickets and tour times.

Tours of the White Sox’s U.S. Cellular Field are 
available for groups of 10 or more on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. Tours are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. 
on game days and 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on 
non-game days. Tours visit the home dugout, press 
box, field, suites and Stadium Club. Advance res-
ervations are required, so please contact Melanie 
Formentin (mwf5207@psu.edu) by Tuesday, August 

9 if you are interested in taking a 
tour.

GENERAL TOURS
For bike-riding tours of Chicago, 

Bobby’s Bike Hike offers nume-
ours routes for riders. The Lake-
front Neighborhoods Tour, rated 
the best Chicago sightseeing tour 
of 2011, takes riders through the 
North Side of Chicago. A Bikes, 
Bites, & Brews Tour tours guests 
through Chicago neighborhoods 

while mixing in pit stops for “Chicago’s four favorite 
food groups—pizza, hot dogs, cupcakes, and beer.” 
To see Chicago at night, a City Lights tour brings 
riders to various downtown landmarks. Wednes-
day and Saturday night tours also include a view of 
the skyline fireworks at Navy Pier. Visit Bobby’s on 
the web at http://bobbysbikehike.com/Tours.aspx 
for information about schedules and pricing. Rides 
range from “ridiculously easy” to “moderate to 
advanced” and last from 3-4 hours. Pricing varies, 
with adult prices ranging from $35-55 and student 
prices ranging from $30-45.

To see the skyline from the Chicago River or Lake 
Michigan, Kayak Chicago offers tours for kayaking 
enthusiasts. Tour information is available at http://
www.kayakchicago.com/tours/. For $65, the Fire-
works Paddle takes kayakers down the Chicago 
River to enjoy the city’s famous fireworks from the 
Navy Pier. Tours last 3.5 hours and are available on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8 (7:15-10:45 p.m.) and Satur-
day, Aug. 11 (8-11:30 p.m.). The Lake Paddle takes 
kayakers into Lake Michigan for a view of the Chi-
cago skyline. For $65, the Lake Paddle is available 
on Wednesday, Aug. 8 (2-5 p.m.), Saturday, Aug. 
11 (2-5 p.m.), and Sunday, Aug. 12 (2-5 p.m.).

SPORTS


